Granuloma annulare in patients with human immunodeficiency virus infections.
We present four cases of granuloma annulare occurring in patients with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. These patients had either an extensive localized form or generalized granuloma annulare. The patient with generalized granuloma annulare was clinically reminiscent of the previously described papular eruption seen in HIV-positive patients. In several patients with the localized form, Kaposi's sarcoma was considered in the differential diagnosis. In all patients, however, the eruptions were surprisingly transient. The similarity of the localized form of granuloma annulare to Kaposi's sarcoma and the generalized micropapular form to the papular eruption of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome seen in HIV-positive patients illustrates the usefulness of skin biopsies in these patients.